Dental sealant usage in Virginia.
This trend study reports the results of a survey designed to determine usage of dental sealants in Virginia. A total of 2,434 general dentists, dental hygienists, and pedodontists were sent questionnaires regarding usage, technics, products, educational experience, and public interest in dental sealants. Increases in the provision of sealant coverage and in public interest for this preventive measure were noted. Approximately three-fourths of general dentists and dental hygienists working in a general or pedodontic practice are offering sealants to their patients. Pedodontists are the largest group of providers, with nearly 100 percent of pedodontists applying sealants. Recent graduates are applying sealants more often than earlier graduates. Preference for Delton clear color, light-cured material was shown. In general, a lack of professional knowledge about sealants continues to exist. Professional organizations and academic institutions may want to plan additional continuing education offerings for practitioners and to consider increased dental education instruction for students.